CHAPTER   I
THE  CHALLENGE TO
DEMOCRACY
BOTH theoretically and historically the crucial
challenge to democracy in our time has been offered
by Communism. No doubt it is true that in practice
at this moment the most dangerous opponents of
democracy are Italian Fascism and German National
Socialism, But the opportunity for both these systems
of government to arise and sweep away democracy in
their native countries was given by the intransigence
of a Communist movement. In both Italy and
Germany the democratic system was weak; in Italy
it was corrupt, as well, while in Germany it had to
bear the odium of having signed the iniquitous Treaty
of Versailles. In Italy the Communist movement
used the power of its industrial organization to paralyse
the economic functioning of the country, without
making any effort to assume the responsibility of
political control; in Germany, in order to discredit the
Weimar Republic, the Communists unscrupulously
combined with the anti-democratic parties of the
extreme Right. We need not enter into the details of
this past and painful history. The fact is that Com-
munist movements in Italy and Germany, by repudiat-
ing all responsibility towards democracy, opened the
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